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da   Gama's   vessel,  and warned  the Portuguese  of the    CHAP.

TTT

intention   of  the  Moors  to  have   them  turned  out  of

the  country if   possible.    On  his return  to   the   shore     AJX

[he was close!}7 questioned by the Moors, who were 1498.
unaware of his having turned against them, and he
gave them such replies and information as had been
supplied to him on board the ships. The conclusion
they then arrived at was that they would not be able
to prevent the King from speaking to the Portuguese,
but that after he had received their presents, whilst
friendship and commerce were being established, it would
be necessary to take such measures as might then seem
practicable to prevent them from obtaining cargoes. To

' this end they determined to spare no expense in securing
the willing services of the overseer of the Treasury and
of the gazil. Accordingly the Moors gave them much
money and rich jewels, and they on their part engaged to
,do all in their power with the King, and to counsel him
<3j.pt to admit the Portuguese into the country, in consider-
ation of which the Moors also offered to pay the King all
the losses he might thereby suffer.

Vasco da Gama having sent a message to the King to
the effect that he could do nothing without first establish-
ing peace, and that after having effected this he would
enter into trade with him, the latter sent a Nair on board
to demand that someone should be sent on shore to give
explanations on all points he might desire to be informed
of, and also to bring word how they wished the peace to be
made. - Accordingly Mcolau Coelho was sent, accompanied
by twelve men, to whom Vasco da Gama gave all the
necessary instructions as to how he should act, and what
ihe should demand. On going ashore, Mcolau Coelho
was kept waiting outside the King's palace until the even-
ing, when he was informed that the King could not see
him that evening. He was prevented from returning to
his ship at night, and slept at the house of a native, where

the Castilian managed to see him, and told him to dis-
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